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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Members and Friends of the
World Affairs Council:

We should call for a round of applause from all of us for the staff, the speakers and
panelists, the Board and its Executive Committee and to all of our membership for
stepping up to bat and participating in the immense growth of our World Affairs
Council of Connecticut (WACCT) in the past several years.

With the immense energy and imagination of Felicity Harley, the

meticulous work of Megan Torrey and the hard work of our staff,

our programs have grown in the nature of the gravitas of our many

speakers, the substance and knowledge they bring to our members and friends, and
the impact of our own views as thoughts are exchanged.

WACCT has made its mark with larger audiences, fiscal stability and more commu-
nity representative membership.

Bravol!

Peter G. Kelly
Chairman



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear World Affairs Council Members and Friends,

Another successful year at the World Affairs Council of Connecticut (WACCT) has
drawn to a close. We’ve increased membership as well as delivered some outstanding
programs with speakers of note such as Nancy Pelosi, General David Petraeus and Ted
Turner.

The economic downturn has given us pause to consider the fragility of the global economy, how interrelated the
United States is with the rest of the world and how important our work is at this time.

The Council strives to be the preeminent grassroots network of citizens who are informed about, inspired by, and
engaged in foreign and business affairs, to achieve a more secure, profitable, peaceful, and sustainable world. In
short, WACCT empowers citizens to participate in the national debate on world and business affairs.

Our success in achieving this will of course ultimately rest on our ability to connect our bottom-up grassroots
citizen network with the highest levels of public and trade policy through our own work at the statewide level
and through the work of our national organization, the World Affairs Councils of America, located in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Our objectives remain as follows:
« Build citizen support for American engagement in the world
« Stimulate communities to interact effectively in the global economy
 Help people relate their local concerns to global issues
« Improve international education locally, nationally, and internationally
« Foster international interests among America’s young people

« Build alliances with counterpart organizations locally, nationally, and internationally

Our educational program continued along a vigorous path that included a Roundtable in February on the impor-
tance of international education to Connecticut and outreach throughout the year to state legislators, letting them
know about the growing importance of international education to Connecticut’s businesses and economy.

My thanks to the outstanding Board and staff and to our funders. It is my hope that our members and our com-
munity will continue to enjoy and participate in our programs and that we will continue the tradition of high-
level programming throughout the 2009-2010 season.

Warm wishes,

"

Felicity Harley
Executive Director



PROGRAMS 2008-2009

The 2008-2009 World Affairs Council of Connecticut program year was one of the best yet. The Council was
able to bring its members and the community a wide array of high-quality, relevant and informative program-
ming. Just a few of the highlights of the past year: General David H. Petraeus, Ted Turner, and Nancy Pelosi.

By far our most popular event this past year was on March 13, 2009, when we hosted General Petraeus.
WACCT was the first Council in the World Affairs Council system (over 90 World Affairs Councils) to host
General Petraeus after he took his position as Commander of U.S. Central Command. We presented this pro-
gram at Goodwin College in East Hartford to a sold-out crowd of over 800 people. We made international head-
lines when the AP story written about his appearance at WACCT was picked up by news outlets in China, Bra-
zil, and Pakistan, for example, as well as all over the United States.

The Council introduced the Global Women’s Issues Forum (GWIF) during its 2008-2009 season. We created
this program/membership category to focus attention on the critical issues facing women around the world.
GWIF was received with great acclaim, drawing nearly 100 members in its first year. The series was inaugu-
rated by the first female Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, on September 12,
2008. We made the Annual Marilyn Albert Memorial lecture part of the GWIF. Annually this lecture presents
an inspiring woman who is working on the ground to improve the lives of others. This past year it was our
honor to host Amal Elsana Alh’jooj, a woman who works in the Negev desert in Israel empowering women and
teaching sustainable job skills. The third program was a joint program with the World Affairs Council Executive
Forum featuring the new head of IKEA global human resources, Pernille Spiers-Lopez. The GWIF also hosted
author Anna Rubino speaking about her recent book Queen of the Oil Club, which tells the story of a pioneering
woman in the oil industry.

We also held another successful Executive Forum series. Each year the Council presents a high-level series of
four events, each of which features a speaker in an intimate setting followed by a reception. This year we fea-
tured CEO of ING Americas Thomas Mclnerney, who shared his view on the economic crisis. We hosted
world-renowned pollster John Zogby, who shared his vision of where the American public will be in the future.
We also had the extraordinary opportunity to host Her Excellency Sheikha Lubna Al-Qasimi, United Arab
Emirates Minister of Foreign Trade. For the final program, we held the joint session with the Global Women’s
Issues Forum featuring Pernille Spiers-Lopez.

In addition, the Council held several luncheons and evening programs that focused on timely global topics. The
Ed Guay luncheon presenting a global economic outlook was its usual success. One of the funniest as well as
loudest programs was the a well-attended and lively Young Professionals WorldQuest international trivia game,
hosted by WNPR’s John Dankosky. The Council also hosted a forum on Russia, a luncheon talk on India and
Pakistan and a program on Brazil. This year one of the highlight luncheons featured Ted Turner.

The Council also continued to sponsor the “It’s Your World” radio program, which airs every Saturday. Radio
audiences were in the thousands, as were viewers on fora.tv.com. Audiences on fora.tv.com ranged from 700 to
7,000 for each of the 22 programs posted to the webpage.

We look forward to another great year in 2009-2010.




The World Affairs Council’s education programming continued its growth, played a leadership role in
Hartford Public Schools’ development of internationally themed academies, and further expanded its
policy efforts to advance international education in Connecticut. In addition to emerging as a state re-
source for students and teachers in international education, the Council has also been invited to partici-
pate in national discussions to consider how best to prepare students and teachers for success in our
globalizing economy and society. It is also developing a framework for a statewide international work-
force development initiative.

Roundtable on Connecticut’s International Readiness

Convened in February 2009, the Council’s Roundtable brought business, education and policy leaders together to
consider how the state is preparing students for our globalizing economy. Results:

CT-N broadcast portions to 1.2+ million homes (aired four times)

The Hartford Courant published an editorial, “Go Global, Connecticut,” advocating support for international
education and foreign languages. The editorial was among the five most-emailed stories on February 21, 2009.

Legislative/State Testimony: The Roundtable provided context and a source of quotes and reference for WACCT
and other expert testimony to the Connecticut General Assembly Education Committee and the State Board of
Education supporting a world language requirement.

Hartford Public Schools: School Design

Hartford Public Schools has invited the World Affairs Council to serve as a Major Partner in the development and
design of two new schools:

Burns Academy for Latino Studies (opened September 2008)
Asian Studies Academy (opening fall 2010). The World Affairs Council serves as Co-Chair of the Asian Studies
Academy Design Team.

Model United Nations

Over 700 students from 32 schools participated in the Council’s Model United Nations. Students representing 70
countries also participated in the annual trip to the United Nations, where they met with diplomats from the countries
they were representing and attended special policy briefings. The Council’s Model UN is the third oldest Model UN
in the United States.

Professional Development Seminar: Teaching Geography

In partnership with the Connecticut Geographic Alliance, the World Affairs Council developed a four-day profes-
sional development program for teachers in Grades 5-12 on Exploring Our Hemisphere: Teaching About Latin
America (2008). Seventeen teachers attended the program. In 2009, the Connecticut Geographic Alliance asked the
Council to develop a program on Teaching the Geography of the New Europe (2009). Both programs were funded,
in part, by the National Geographic Society Educational Foundation.

Service to International Education: Locally/Nationally

The Council serves on the Connecticut Association of Public Schools International Education Committee. At the
national level, the World Affairs Council is represented on the Asia Society States Network on International Educa-
tion, a network convening over 20 states committed to sharing best practices related to international education.

Workforce Development: Preparing for a Global Economy

Seeking to expand its education work into workforce development, the World Affairs Council has developed out-
reach strategies to workforce investment boards statewide. Council staff has met with representatives from the of-
fices of U.S. representatives John Larson and Joe Courtney regarding investments in developing Connecticut’s glob-
ally oriented workforce. The Council also supported John Meyers’s participation in the Asia Pacific Economic Com-
munity (APEC) Human Resources Development Working Group, to which he had been named a delegate represent-
ing the United States.



MEMBERSHIP 2008-2009

Despite stepped up database housecleaning to remove “inactive” names, the total number of member-
ships reached 400 — up from 309 at the end of the 2007-2008 season. Counting households as two
members each means the number of people we serve is more like 450. And of course many more attend
our events — our top source of new members. The number of new memberships in 2008-2009 was 163,
compared with 81 in 2007-2008, largely from the advent of the Global Women’s Issues Forum and in
response to some knockout programming, such as the evening with General Petraeus. The chart below
shows new memberships by category for both years.
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We added 65 non-Board Global Women’s Issues Forum memberships during the season — for a
total of 90. We also welcomed 20 non-Board Executive Forum members, including several who joined
after the program was under way. Here’s how yearend membership breaks down by category:

New Members July-June 2007-2008 and 2008-2009
Total: 162 Now vs. 79 Then
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The World Affairs Council of Connecticut began its existence as a local chapter of the larger Foreign
Policy Association, whose headquarters were located in New York City. Its establishment coincided
with the FPA’s formation shortly after World War 1.

Materials in the possession of the World Affairs Council indicate that coverage of FPA meetings be-
gan with its formation in the 1920s and continues to this day, when the Council is independent of the
FPA. The press coverage throughout the years of the Council’s existence has reflected the news about
international affairs and we maintain news clippings that reflect that fact today. Reading some of the
earliest clippings seems almost like reading a history book, and sometimes they give one an opportu-
nity to reflect upon “what might have been?”

For example, the earliest clippings demonstrate U.S. isolationism; then comes the clipping about a
speech by a Far East affairs expert concerning the imminence of a Japanese attack on the United
States — this clipping dated just a few days before the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941.

The clippings reflect the times of the Council’s existence. The period immediately following World
War 1l describes speeches by experts about various aspects of the postwar era: the partition of Ger-
many, the intransigence of the old Soviet Union, the demonstrations for independence in countries like
Poland, the ambitions of countries in South America, the ongoing conflict with Communist Cuba. The
World Affairs Council has been able to attract prominent speakers on the important subjects of the
times — government officials including Henry Kissinger, Lawrence Eagleburger and former President
George H. W. Bush, preeminent journalists including James Reston and Harrison Salisbury.

The postwar years included the establishment of the United Nations and, as part of it, the Council’s
encouragement and support of the Model United Nations for high school students in Connecticut.

The most recent years in international relations have been focused on monetary issues in that field,
and the speakers at WACCT programs have reflected the trend.

Members have written histories of the Council, including a very helpful version by Dr. Charles Jacob-
son. A copy is filed permanently in the archives.

A new category in the history of the Council is a scrapbook dedicated to biographical articles about
people who have been involved with it over the years.

Some of our earliest clippings are so fragile that they are now housed in plastic “envelopes” to pre-
serve them. Newer clippings have been mounted on acid-free paper that will preserve them longer.

The scrapbooks are nearly complete — to this point in time. We welcome any suggestions toward bet-
ter building and preserving our historical record.
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David Kline

David Knishkowy &
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John Lawrence
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Carolyn Manson

Bari Marks

Suzanne Maryeski

Mary Mattke

Rachel & Phil Morris

Catherine Fisk Natale

William & Astrid Olds

Bruce Rothschild

Ed & Marilyn Stockton

Susan Troupe

Myron & Ruth Weiner

Grace Williams

Rose Worobel

In Kind Donations
Carney Roy & Gerrol PC
Donna Collins &
Velocity Media Ventures
Connecticut Public
Broadcasting
Yvonne R. Davis &
DAVISCommunications
Ray Embury &
Konica Minolta bizhub
Dr. Durval de Noronha
Goyos Jr. &
Noronha Advogados
Mark Hayes
Richard Huebner &
Visual Technologies Inc.
Ned Lamont
John Lawrence
Kimberly T. Manning &
Cronin & Company
Robert Monyak
David Pudlin
Matthew Sawyers
Saint Joseph College
Dan Tapper &
Sullivan & LeShane
Public Relations
University of Hartford



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2008-2009

Board of Directors

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CHAIR

Peter G. Kelly Esg.

Updike, Kelly & Spellacy PC
VICE CHAIR

Leslie Robertson

Bank of America

PRESIDENT
Laurie Aylsworth
Northeast Utilities

PAST PRESIDENT
Larry Brown
Horton International LLC

VICE PRESIDENT
F. Scott Wilson
Pratt & Whitney

VICE PRESIDENT
Philip Schonberger
Albemarle Equities

TREASURER
Marcus Harwood
Blum Shapiro

SECRETARY
James Connor
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy PC

Don Borod
McCarter & English LLP

Greg Boyko
Hartford Life International Ltd.,
Honorary Consul General for Japan

Mark Caplan
KPMG

Alex Corl
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Harland Henry
Office of the Secretary of the State

Richard Huebner
Visual Technologies Inc.

John Lawrence
Shipman & Goodwin

Megan Naughton
Robinson & Cole

Charles Reagan

Se-Min Sohn
UPS

Alan Spier

Edward Stockton
Stockton Associates

GENERAL BOARD

Eric Aberbach, TD Banknorth

Ola Aina, New England Solution Systems
Almut Allam

Marilyn Alverio, Ethnic Marketing Solutions
Dana Bennett, Aetna Global Benefits

Laurine Bow, Hartford Hospital Research
Administration

Kevin Brown, ING Americas
Paul Bucha, Terra Mark Il LLC
Richard Burness, Deloitte Tax LLP

Margreth Butterworth, Butterworth
International

Brian Carter, Yale University

Lata Chawla, Perfedge

Xiangming Chen, Trinity College

Bruce CIiff, Travelers

Donna Collins, Velocity Media Ventures
Alex Corl, PricewaterhouseCoopers
William Cronin

Laura Dambier, Lincoln Financial Group
Yvonne Davis, DAVISCommunications
Andi Chang Donovan, Gerber Technology
Dilton Dornelas, Webster Bank

Paul Edwards, Quality Office Systems II Inc.
Angela Epstein, Epstein Associates 1G
Dina Fisher, Robinson & Cole LLP
Edward Guay, Wintonbury Risk Mgt.

Jason Gutcheon, Professional Business
Insurance

Usha Haley, KSG, Harvard University
Walter Harrison, University of Hartford
Marcus Harwood, Blum Shapiro
Christopher Healy, CT Republicans
Karen Hinds, Workplace Success Group
Richard Huebner, Visual Technologies Inc.
Dr. Charles Jacobson

Bernard Jacques, Pepe & Hazard LLP
Dr. Subhash Jain, UConn CIBER
Sandra Johnson, MetroHartford Alliance
Susan Joyce, Inlingua Accuworld

Peter LaPlaca, University of Hartford
Carlos Lara

John Lawrence, Shipman & Goodwin LLP

Thomas Lips, UBS

Worth Loomis

Ambassador John McCarthy
Frank MacHugh, Sovereign Bank

Elizabeth Mahan, UConn Office of International

Affairs

Kimberly Manning, Cronin & Company

Earl McMahon, Reid and Riege PC

Walter Murphy

Kevin O’Connor, Bracewell & Giuliani
Charles Reagan

Leslie Robertson, Bank of America

Joyce Rubino, Colt Manufacturing Company
Carl Schiessl

Diane Smith, Diane Smith Media & CPTV

Yolande Spears, The Bushnell Center for
Performing Arts

Dan Tapper, Sullivan & LeShane Public
Relations

Andrew Uhl, Ahlstrom Corporation/Ahlstrom
Nonwovens LLC

Kevin Washington, YMCA of Greater Hartford
Rose Worobel

Shawn He Yuxun, Meet ChinaBiz UniVerbal
Com Inc.

All WACCT Directors are members of the
Executive Forum and the Global Women’s
Issues Forum



Patricia Barry, Ph.D.

D. Anwar Al-Ghani
Henry Beck

Dennis Bisgaard
Walton Brown Foster
Michael Foley

Andrew Glassman
Lievanna Gore

Harland Henry

Charles Klippel
Houston Putnam Lowry
Paul Marchese

M. Ray McFall

Prakash Patel

John Schuyler

Jack Sennott

Michail Shaw

Robert Sobolewski
Frederik Turner
Douglas Van Valkenburg

Brown & Welsh PC (2)
The Hartford Courant (3)
Dr. M. Natalie Achong
Lawrence Albert
Glenda Alexander
Mary Backus

Celeste Bayek

Cynthia Bell

Stacie Berdan

Dr. lona Black
Elizabeth (Libbie) Bock
Dana Bucin

Andrea Budd

Lorraine Caldwell
Debra Campagna

Janet Castricum

Brian Chapman
Pamela Churchill
Susan Clemow

Eileen Conneely
Jacqueline Connor

Michelle Cote
Barbara DeBaptiste
Sky Delaney

Anne Elvgren
Katherine Emery
Isabella Epstein

David Epstein

Anne Evans

Gail Franc

Carole Franco

Capri Frank

Susan & Robert Glasspiegel
Margaret Goralski
Lori Granato

Donna Haghighat
Janet Headley

Mary Ellen Higgison
Victoria Hodson
Cynthia & Michael Howard
Sadhna Jain

Lauren Kaufman
Maria Kokiasmenos
Sharone Kornman
Alex Kuzma

Noel Lafayette

Claire & Jack Langton
Leslie Larson

Henry Link

Christine Lissitzyn
Patricia Lynch
Suzanne Maryeski
Mary Mattke, CLU, CIC
Nancy May

Sandra Morgan
Catherine Mugo
Catherine Natale

Lee Newton

Marie O’Brien
Marianne O’Brien
Mary (Helena) O’Reilly
Jean Pearson
Elizabeth Pite

Patricia Rahn

Deirdre Raver

Judith Resnick
Stephen Riege

Jennifer Sanborn

Sharon Sklar

Clare Smith

Jennifer Smith Turner

Michelle Stronz

Elizabeth Thayer

Carol Thorney

Susan Troupe

Leslie Turner

Diane Ullman

Karen West-Federico &
Michael Federico

Sherry Williams

Teresa Younger

Eleanor Renee Zaugg
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